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question for a written answer; for at this age, as
mentioned previously, they are not so freely com-
municative as younger ones in response to oral
questions, fearing exposure before their class-fellows ;
but they will frequently write their thoughts down
unrestrainedly.

Of several questions the following is one that has
been found to give very fruitful results by way of
discovering what really* exists in the child's mind
on this subject: " If a boy tells a lie and is not
found out, will he be punished ? If so, give details
as to how you think he will be punished." Girls
are asked to consider the case of a girl. An appeal
is, of course, made to each one to say truly and fully
what he thinks upon the matter, to avoid romancing
and to resist being influenced by any considerations
but those of stating clearly what is in his own mind.
To those from whose answers the following extracts
are taken a final appeal has generally been made
in the words : " I want you to write down just what
you think about it; so that if I asked you to do so,
you would be able to add; ' This is a perfectly true
account of what I myself think of the matter V At
times a declaration of veracity ends the answer and
many are simply confessions of personal experiences
and thoughts upon them. One of the most outspoken
was from a boy who concluded : " Such are my ideas.
Other people may have different views but I will
remain to mine, whatsoever are their remarks."
Mention is made of this to shew the spirit in which
the statements were written and the endeavour
that has been made to eliminate conscious colouring.
In certain cases where the answers were such as to